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Editor’s Corner
I’d like to take a moment here to 
warmly thank my base shipmates 
(and Bill Moak in particular) for 
going to the trouble of submitting 
this publication for consideration 
in National’s annual best newslet-
ter competition—which I’m very 
proud to report we have won. I edit 
this beloved rag for the fun and 
fulfillment of it, not for awards, but 
I gotta tell ya, it really means a lot 
to have the respect and apprecia-
tion of my shipmates for these ef-
forts. (More base award news starts 
on page 24.) Thanks again!—Jeff

“ To  p e r p e t ua te  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  o u r 
s h i p m a t e s  w h o  g a v e  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n
the pursuit  of  duties  while  ser ving
their country. That their dedication,
d e e d s  a n d  s u p r e m e  s a c r i f i c e  b e  a
constant source of motivation toward 
g r e a t e r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  P l e d g e
loyalty and patriotism to the United
States of  America and its Constitution.”

One of the more unusual submarines fielded by the U.S. Navy is the AGSS-555 
Dolphin. Along with Albacore and NR-1, the Dolphin was purpose-built—in her 
case to act as a deep-diving platform to test new technologies and equipment at 

ocean depths of 3000 feet. In fact, for Dolphin, the Navy will admit to a 3000 foot depth; the 
actual limiting depth remains classified. For comparison, the Cold War Sturgeon class had a 
test depth of 1300 feet, and the Los Angeles class around 1000 feet. Listed at the end of this 
article are some of the publicly revealed experimental equipment tested on the Dolphin.   

Dolphin was originally designed in 1961 in anticipation of the Committee on Undersea 
Warfare studies that the next generation of SSNs would be deeper diving, and that 4000-
6000 foot depths would be achievable in the near future. A 1964 study, Project Seabed, 
suggested that deeper diving was also necessary in SSBNs, with projections of future missile 
submarines operating at 8000 feet. This would allow the SSBN to sit on the mid-Atlantic 
ridge, as well as take positions above or below the deep sound channel for sonar evasion 
purposes. Dolphin was to be the testbed for many of the necessary new technologies (for 
example: deeper torpedo operations, hull material, hull penetrations, and propeller shaft 
glands). But, the Vietnam war drained the DOD budget for advanced submarine hull de-
signs and materials.  (continued on page 7)

USS Dolphin (AGSS-555) - the “Triple Nickel”:  
The Last U.S. Diesel Submarine
(Reprinted by permission of the author; from the SubCommittee Report Issue #121, June, 2020.)

by Tom Dougherty

Volume 16, Number 9 • September 2020

Editor’s Note: I’m proud to be able to run this excellent photo essay here. Thank you, Mr. Dougherty!  

USS Dolphin (AGSS-555) cruising on the surface. The deck crew emphasizes her compact size.
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Dave Vanderveen, 
Base Commander

From the Wardroom . . .

World War II came to an end seventy-five years ago on the O-1 Level of 
the USS Missouri, when representatives of the Japanese government and 
military forces signed their unconditional surrender to United States 
and Allied forces. 

The last major acts of the war by U.S. Army Air Forces dropping nuclear weapons (called 
“atomic bombs” in those days) on two cities helped convince Imperial leaders to “give 
up.” The fact is, in that long, brutal war, the cumulative effect of all the many campaigns 
against Imperial Japan on land, in the air and at sea, put Japan in an untenable position. 
Supplies of fuel, food and raw materials had become scarce, and large numbers of trained 
fliers, seamen and soldiers had been killed or isolated on islands bypassed by the advanc-
ing Allies. Japan’s remaining prospect seemed to be losing much of her civilian population 
trying to inflict huge losses on Allied forces invading the “home islands.”

U. S. Navy submariners’ role in putting Japan into her untenable position is not widely 
known. As the Silent Service, submarine crews and their leadership did not talk about their 
accomplishments. News media of the day focused on spectacular aircraft carriers, big Air 
Corps bombers, and amphibious landing operations. In truth, submariners destroyed 55% 
of merchant and naval vessels lost by Japan in the war. Huge numbers of trained merchant 
and naval seamen were lost, severely limiting Japan’s ability to crew the dwindling number 
of ships she was able to build as replacements. Significant numbers of tanker ships were 
sunk by U.S. submarines—limiting fuel supplies to Japan’s military forces and civilian 
population. In short, our submariners were starving Japan of fuel, food, and raw materials 
well before Hiroshima and Nagasaki became the first targets of the nuclear age. 

A sad political incident demonstrates why submariners preferred to be the Silent Service. 
In 1943, Congressman Andrew May (D-Ky.) pressed Navy leaders for information about 
their successes. Among others, VADM Charles Lockwood, Commander of Submarines, 
Pacific outlined his force’s experiences and among his remarks he said that Japanese anti-
submarine crews often set their depth charges to explode at shallower depths than our 
boats could dive. Later, during a press conference, the good Congressman related that in-
formation to reporters who naturally published it. The Japanese picked it up and changed 
their depth settings. VADM Lockwood saw an increase in submarine losses soon after that 
event and reinforced the need for silence in and about the Submarine Force. In reviewing 
information gathered after the war from the Imperial Japanese Navy, Lockwood identified 
ten U.S. submarines which were sunk—with the loss of 800 men—as a result of Congress-
man May’s “loose lips.”    

Fifty-two of our submarines were lost in that war, along with 3,516 officers and men. At 
its largest, the submarine force never exceeded 20,000 personnel—about 2% of the Navy. 
Their loss rate was nearly 18%, which was the highest of any U.S. military force in the war. 
Submariners’ World War II combat results against Japan’s navy and merchant fleet are 
indeed stunning, yet offer little comfort in the loss of their 3,516 shipmates.

Los Angeles-Pasadena Base is blessed to have several members among us who served in 
those boats in World War II, and I have personally enjoyed hearing my shipmates’ descrip-
tions of what they experienced. Those stories are always related in an unemotional and 
matter-of-fact way, and are chillingly different from the “sea stories” submariners usually 
tell. I am personally blessed to be associated with these genuine heroes, and I am honored 
to have followed them into the Silent Service.

Dave Vanderveen
Commander  
Los Angeles-Pasadena Base
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General Minutes of August 15, 2020 Zoom Meeting
Again, after some initial difficulty with the new system of meeting, our “Zoom” participants 
eventually joined in, and Dave Vanderveen, Base Commander, ultimately convened the 
meeting at 1110 hours.

Dave began by covering the day’s date as the anniversary of the end of hostilities between 
the U.S. and Japan in WWII, indicating that the formal conclusion occurred on September 
2, 1945 in Tokyo Bay. He went on to highlight the Submarine Service’s role and impact on 
the war’s end. Covered were its percentage of the services, its toll on enemy shipping, and its 
suffering the highest percentage of loss of all U.S. Armed Forces.

Dave then ran down the list of candidates for Base Offices, noting that determination of a 
possible location or manner in which installation of same will be conducted will come later. 
While a face-to-face ceremony somewhere is desired, it’s probably more likely that it will be 
handled via Zoom. District 6 Commander “Willie” Williamson has agreed to perform the 
Induction Ceremony. 

Also reiterated was the importance of voting in the National Election. Dave emphasized the 
8/17/2020 deadline, suggesting that those yet to vote do so through USSVI.org. by clicking 
on the tab for “Vote in National Election” on the website. Membership Chairwoman Marilyn 
Senior reported to Dave that thus far, 30% of eligible voting members had cast their ballots 
online. That number should increase by the number submitted (though not yet tabulated) 
via regular mail. This percentage exceeds previous years’ participation, and while a higher 
number is encouraged, BZ to Marilyn for her efforts in encouraging more of our members 
to vote.

It was announced that L.A.-Pasadena base has received three awards, the first being the Meri-
torious Base Award—for continuing with base meetings while still observing the restrictions 
of the pandemic. Our newsletter, the Periscope, was awarded as best among Level II bases, 
and Dave himself received the Robert Link award, a prestigious honor indeed. Congratula-
tions all around.

Boat sponsorship was then discussed, with Dave consulting the ad in American Submariner 
for suggested boats our base might sponsor. I would add that individuals can also sponsor 
boats, and might even win the prize of receiving a model of any boat they like—including 
the one they rode. It’s a great model, as I won this prize a few years back.

Ed Barwick

Herb “Bo” Bolton

Roger Dunham

Sam Higa

Joe Koch

Jack Mahan

Marlene Mahan

Richard McPherson

Bill Moak

Greg Moore

Vernon Murphy

Jeff Porteous

Mike Swanson

Matt Turner

Dave Vanderveen

Ron Wagner

Gary Wheaton

Mike “Willie” Williamson

August Zoom 
General Meeting
Sailing List

(concluded on next page)



THE PERISCOPE  •  SEPTEMBER 2020       4   

For the Good of the Order, Ron Wagner shared some experience with Zoom, and that a 
niece, now attending the U.S. Naval Academy, is requesting submarine duty. To which Joe 
Koch commented about her difficult task ahead—as is typical at the academy. Joe also asked 
about Harold Staggs’ status, to which Bill indicated a recent conversation revealing that while 
Harold feels consticted, he still manages a Budweiser and a scotch each day.

Mike provided the corrected Financial Report, which will appear in the next Periscope. 
(See its presentation in the E-Board Meeting Minutes on page 19—ed.)

With nothing further to address, Bill Moak motioned to adjourn, Gary Wheaton seconded, 
and the meeting was adjourned at 1138 hours. 

Submitted by,

Bill Moak
Secretary, L.A.-Pasadena Base, USSVI

General Minutes of August 15, 2020 Zoom Meeting…
(concluded from previous page)

I Saw Defeat in 
the Faces of Our  
Japanese Guards

Early on Oct. 25, 1944, Chief 
Boatswain’s Mate Bill Leibold 
stood on the bridge of the USS 
Tang, the most lethal American 
submarine [of the war at 
that time]. He watched in the 
darkness through binoc ulars as 
the ship’s last torpedo broached 
the surface of the ocean. The 
next seconds are indelibly 
etched in his mind.
 
“There goes one! Erratic!” he 
shouted.
 
The torpedo malfunctioned, 
circled back and hit the Tang 
with an enormous explo sion. 
Of the 87 crewmen aboard, 
just nine survived. They were 
fished from the cold waters off 
Taiwan by Japanese and sent 
to a POW camp in Omori, 
Japan. That’s where Leibold 
and his fellow submariners 
were working when, on Aug. 
15, 1945, they heard the voice 
of Emperor Hirohito on a 
public address system: “We have 
resolved to pave the way for a 
grand peace…by enduring the 
unendurable and suffering what 
is unsufferable.”
 
Leibold understood from the 
faces of the Japanese guards that 
the war was now over. He had 
lost 70 pounds in captivity. That 
night he celebrated with other 
“elated” Americans with horse-
gut stew. The prisoners weren’t 
released until 13 days later, 
when American forces reached 
the camp. But the abuse ended 
after the emperor’s words.
 
Leibold is convinced that it 

as told to Alex Kershaw by 
Bill Leibold (from AARP 
Bulletin—July/Aug. 2020;
Volume 61 • Number 6)

(concluded on page 20)

+
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L O S  A N G E L E S  -  P A S A D E N A  B A S E 

2020 FLOWER FUND
and BOOSTER CLUB 
A special thank you to the following folks whose generous contributions this year have  
helped make our Base activities and charitable functions possible:

Booster Club and Flower Fund donations are welcome in any 
amount and are often also popular with 50/50 Drawing win-

ners at our Base meetings. Contributions can be made in 
cash or by check payable to L.A.-Pasadena Base of USSVI. 

Checks may also be sent to Mike Swanson at 1149 W. Santa 
Cruz Street, San Pedro, CA  90731. To ensure proper credit,  

be sure to indicate Booster Club or Flower Fund on your check.

USSVI Logo Patch 
(9¾x6¾)

$11.00 ea. 

Holland Club 
Member Patch (3x3)

$6.00 ea. 

L.A.-Pasadena 
Base Patch 

(3¾x5)
$5.00 ea. 

Ship’s Store

Get in touch with our Storekeeper, Jack Mahan,  
at 714-349-5878 for more purchasing information.

Our ever-popular L.A.-Pasadena Base 
“Submarine Service” tees are once 
again selling like fresh whites after 
a fall down the pump room hatch! 
Now a mere ten bucks apiece, there’s 
no reason not to have a closetful. 
Contact Jack Mahan for yours, or 
just bring a few extra bucks to the 
next meeting, you skinflint!

2020 Calendars Still Available!
Order yours through the USSVI web-
site or look for details in American 
Submariner. Don’t miss out! 

Ken Dorn (x6!) • George Walrath • William Long (x2!) 
Sam Aboulafia • Skip Loveless • Harold Staggs 

 • Mike Swanson • Mike Varalyai

New Reduced Price on T-Shirts!

Base Birthdays
in September…
We hereby extend the happiest
of wishes to all our L.A.-Pasa-
dena Base birthday celebrants!

Aug. Birthdays
We Missed…
With our humblest apologies…

Sept. M
eetin

g to
 be 

Zoom Video Conference 

(See details
 on Chapte

r N
ews p

age.)

Gary Wheaton .................. 9/5
Bill “Skippy” Dillon .......... 9/6
Jim Rogers ...................... 9/11
Art Wilson ...................... 9/13
Jim Burnett ..................... 9/18
Royal Harrison ............... 9/21
Phil Jaskoviak ................. 9/21
Ernie McNeece ............... 9/21
Vanessa Butler ................ 9/22
Ron Thompson .............. 9/23
Valerie Walrath ............... 9/24
Dennis Yure .................... 9/27

Sept.  
Meeting

Date: Sept. 19, 2020

Again this month, our 
usual base meeting will be 

conducted as a Zoom video 
conference. This software for 
internet-based meetings has 
been working well for many 

groups wanting or needing to 
remain “face-to-face” during  

the global pandemic. See  
the Chapter News page for  
details. Hope to find your 
smiling face in the crowd! 

John Von Ulmen............... 8/4
Jack Mahan ..................... 8/11
Clutz Cailor .................... 8/14
Dennis Parr ..................... 8/22
Dennis Walsh .................. 8/23
Mark Maynard ............... 8/24
Carl Terry (RIP) ............. 8/24
Sam Aboulafia ................ 8/25
Harold Staggs ................. 8/26
Stan Westrick .................. 8/29



THE PERISCOPE  •  SEPTEMBER 2020       6   

THE PERISCOPE  •  June 2012       7   THE PERISCOPE  •  June 2010       8   THE PERISCOPE  • June 2009       6   

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE FORCE LOSSES
ON ETERNAL PATROL

“I can assure you that they went down fighting and that their brothers who survived  
them took a grim toll of our savage enmy to avenge their deaths.”

— Vice Admiral Charles A. Lockwood, USN

WE REMEMBER  For those who gave their lives in defense of our country    WE REMEMBER

JUNE TOLLING OF THE BOATS

USS HERRING (SS-233)
Lost on 1 June 1944 with the loss of 80 men near Matsuwa Island. Herring was on her eighth war patrol and was  
conducting a surface attack when a shore battery spotted her and made two direct hits on her conning tower,   
causing her loss. Herring was the only U.S. submarine sunk by a land battery.

USS R-12 (SS-89)
Lost on 12 June 1943 with the loss of 42 men near Key West, Florida during a practice torpedo approach. The cause 
was probably due to flooding through a torpedo tube. The CO and two other men on the bridge survived, as did 18 
crew members on liberty at the time of the accident.

USS GOLET (SS-361)
Lost on 14 June 1944 with the loss of 82 men. On her second war patrol, Golet was apparently lost in battle with 
antisubmarine forces north of Honshu.

USS BONEFISH (SS-223)
Lost on 18 June 1945 with the loss of 85 men when sunk near Suzu Misaki. A recipient of three Navy Unit Citations,  
Bonefish was on her eighth war patrol. After sinking a passenger-cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a savage depth 
charge attack. She was the last SubPac submarine lost in World War II.

USS S-27 (SS-132)
Lost on 19 June 1942 when it grounded off Amchitka Island. S-27 was on the surface in poor visibility, charging  
batteries and drifted into the shoals. When she could not be freed and started listing, the captain got the entire crew  
to shore (400 yards away) in relays using a three-man rubber raft. The entire crew was subsequently rescued. 

USS O-9 (SS-70)
Lost on 20 June 1941 with the loss of 34 men when it foundered off Isle of Shoals, 15 miles from Portsmouth, NH.

USS HERRING (SS 233) USS R-12 (SS 89) USS GOLET (SS 361)
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conducting a surface attack when a shore battery spotted her and made two direct hits on her conning tower,   
causing her loss. Herring was the only U.S. submarine sunk by a land battery.

USS R-12 (SS-89)
Lost on 12 June 1943 with the loss of 42 men near Key West, Florida during a practice torpedo approach. The cause 
was probably due to flooding through a torpedo tube. The CO and two other men on the bridge survived, as did 18 
crew members on liberty at the time of the accident.

USS GOLET (SS-361)
Lost on 14 June 1944 with the loss of 82 men. On her second war patrol, Golet was apparently lost in battle with 
antisubmarine forces north of Honshu.

USS BONEFISH (SS-223)
Lost on 18 June 1945 with the loss of 85 men when sunk near Suzu Misaki. A recipient of three Navy Unit Citations,  
Bonefish was on her eighth war patrol. After sinking a passenger-cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a savage depth 
charge attack. She was the last SubPac submarine lost in World War II.

USS S-27 (SS-132)
Lost on 19 June 1942 when it grounded off Amchitka Island. S-27 was on the surface in poor visibility, charging  
batteries and drifted into the shoals. When she could not be freed and started listing, the captain got the entire crew  
to shore (400 yards away) in relays using a three-man rubber raft. The entire crew was subsequently rescued. 

USS O-9 (SS-70)
Lost on 20 June 1941 with the loss of 34 men when it foundered off Isle of Shoals, 15 miles from Portsmouth, NH.

USS HERRING (SS 233) USS R-12 (SS 89) USS GOLET (SS 361)

USS BONEFISH (SS 223) USS S-27 (SS 132) USS O-9 (SS  70)
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“I can assure you that they went down fighting and that their brothers who survived  
them took a grim toll of our savage enmy to avenge their deaths.”

— Vice Admiral Charles A. Lockwood, USN
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For those who gave their lives in defense of our country

WE REMEMBER

USS S-28 (SS-133) USS ROBALO (SS-273) USS GRUNION (SS-216)

USS S-28 (SS-133)
Lost on 4 July 1944 with the loss of 50 crew members. S-28 was conducting training exercises off Hawaii with  
the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Reliance. After she submerged for a practice torpedo approach, Reliance lost contact.  
No distress signal or explosion was heard. Two days later, an oil slick was found near her last known position.  
The exact cause of her loss remains a mystery.

USS ROBALO (SS-273)
Lost on 26 July 1944 with the loss of 84 crew members while on her third war patrol. Robalo struck a mine about 
two miles off the coast of Palawan. Three men survived and swam ashore, and were captured and imprisoned by  
the Japanese. Unfortunately, they were put on a Japanese destroyer and lost when that destroyer was sunk.

USS GRUNION (SS-273)
Lost on 30 July 1942 with the loss of 70 crew members while on her first war patrol near Kiska Harbor. Grunion 
radioed that she sank two sub-chasers and damaged a third, but was never heard from again. Her loss remains  
a mystery.
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USS S-5 (SS-110)

USS GRAYLING (SS-209)

USS S-51 (SS-162)

USS S-5 (SS-110)
Lost on 1 September 1920 when a practice dive went wrong and she sank 
bow-first, with her stern showing above the water. In a dramatic adventure, 
her exhausted crew was rescued during the next few days. Salvage attempts 
were unsuccessful, and S-5 settled to the bottom and was abandoned.

USS GRAYLING (SS-209)
Lost on 9 September 1943 with the loss of 76 men near the Tablas Strait. 
Grayling was on her eighth war patrol and sank two ships before being lost.

USS S-51 (SS-162)
Lost on 25 September 1925 with the loss of 32 men when it was sunk after 
collision with SS City of Rome off Block Island.

USS CISCO (SS-290)
Lost on 28 September 1943 on her first war patrol with the loss of 76 men 
in the Sulu Sea west of Mindinao. 

USS CISCO (SS-290)
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diesels would not fit in the hull space available. In the battery 
well there were 126 silver oxide cell batteries used to power 
dual 825 h.p. electric propulsion motors (1650 shp total) turn-
ing a single screw. Because of limited space in the sail, Dolphin 

had neither a snorkel nor a main induction valve to provide air 
when running the diesels. The solution? Leave the bridge hatch 
or one of the other hatches open when running the diesel.

Due to her small interior size, Dolphin was limited in both 
crew complement and mission endurance. She carried three 
officers and 24-35 enlisted, plus a small contingent (usually 
3-4) of mission-specific scientists. During her 38+ year career, 
Dolphin operated solely as a naval research vehicle, never 
traveling far from the port where she was currently assigned. 
Over the years of operation, various pieces of advanced naval 
submarine technology and science equipment were installed, 
tested, and removed. Dolphin had the capability of carrying 
twelve tons of instrumentation, performing deep water acous-
tic research, sensor trials, and many other activities. In 1968, 
she had a single, centerline torpedo tube installed to conduct 
deep torpedo tests with DEXTOR (Deep EXternal TORpedo), 
which utilized a ram catapult for launching. After these tests, 
which included the deepest torpedo launch to date, the tube 
was removed and various sonar test systems were cycled 
through her bow. During Dolphin’s last days, she was conducting 
advanced acoustic detection systems evaluations for future use.

USS Dolphin - Last U.S. Diesel Submarine
(continued from page 1)

Several aspects of Dolphin’s design and construction are very 
unique. Laid down in early 1962 at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
and completed in 1968, Dolphin is small at 152 feetin length 
with a 19.3 foot beam. The submarine’s displacement was 875 
tons surfaced and 950 tons sub-
merged. Dolphin was constructed 
of HY80 steel, with a ring-
stiffened cylinder shape and two 
hemispheric end caps. She had 
special “king frames” along her 
length in place of heavier pressure 
bulkheads. The hull construction 
HY80 metal and ring reinforce-
ments consume 54% of her total 
displacement. These features 
allowed Dolphin to dive to depths 
greatly exceeding operational sub-
marines. The submarine was one 
contiguous compartment with dif-
ferent operating sections, such as 
experimental areas, sonar, control, 
engineering, and crew bunking. 
Unlike other submarines, there 
are no watertight doors sealing 
off the different compartments. In 
drydock, Dolphin’s blunt bow is 
hemispheric, and her stern tapers down dramatically after her 
aft compartment’s pressure hull hemisphere.  

Dolphin could do 10 knots surfaced and averaged 7.5 knots 
submerged. She had two General Motors V71 12-cylinder diesel 
engines of 425 h.p. which drove electric generators (317 Kw). 
Each diesel had twin-screw superchargers (one per six cylin-
ders) and used sea water to exchange heat with the radiators. 
The diesels were actually derived from bus engines, as standard 

(continued on page 8)

June 8, 1968. Dolphin is launched from Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 
The steep taper of her stern from the pressure hull cylinder is evident.

Dolphin in drydock. Her hemispheric bow and constant 
diameter hull form are evident.
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No history of Dolphin would be complete without noting her 
harrowing near-loss in 2002. On May 21 of that year, while op-
erating approximately 100 miles off of San Diego, CA, Dolphin 
was on the surface recharging her batteries when a gasket failed 
and serious flooding started. Due to the 10-foot swells at the 
time, an estimated 80 tons of seawater entered the ship. This 
constituted much of the boat’s reserve buoyancy.The flooding 
shorted electrical panels and started fires. Chief Machinist’s 
Mate (SS) John D. Wise, Jr. dived into the 57 °F water of the 
partially flooded pump room. He lined up the seawater valves 
which allowed pumping to commence. Wise remained in the 
pump room for more than 90 minutes in order to keep the sub-
mersible pump from becoming clogged. His courageous efforts 
prevented the loss of the ship and crew. Wise received the Navy 
and Marine Corps Medal for his efforts. 

After 90 minutes, the fire and flooding were beyond the ability 
of the crew to control, and Cmdr. Stephen Kelety, Dolphin’s 
Commanding Officer, ordered the crew and civilian Navy 
employees to abandon ship. The Oceanographic Research ship 
McGaw was operating in the vicinity and immediately re-
sponded to Kelety’s call for assistance. They were evacuated by 
boat to McGaw after the Dolphin’s hatches had been secured. 
All crewmembers were safely recovered with only a few minor 
injuries. The quick response of the crew placed the submarine in 
a stable condition. Submarine Support Vessel Kellie Chouest got 
underway from San Diego early on May 22 to assist in Dolphin’s 
recovery. The submarine was towed back to San Diego the fol-
lowing day. 

For the next three years, Dolphin underwent extensive repairs, 
upgrades, and refurbishment at a cost of $50 million. She was 
placed back in service in the summer of 2005. However, due 

USS Dolphin - Last U.S. Diesel Submarine
(continued from page 7)

(continued on page 9)
Dolphin at sea following the 2002 emergency.

to budgetary considerations, just over a year later AGSS-555 
Dolphin was deactivated on September 22, 2006, and decom-
missioned and struck from the Naval Vessel Registry on January 
15, 2007. Fortunately, Dolphin was officially transferred to the 
San Diego Maritime Museum in 2008, where she is now one of 
two submarines in the museum’s collection. The Russian Nato-
designation Foxtrot diesel attack submarine featured in SCR 
issue #119 is the other. It is interesting to compare the interior 
photos of these two boats, which I visited and photographed in 
September of 2019.

      Dolphin AGSS-555 Achievements:

• Deepest U.S. submarine dive at more than 3,000 feet.

• Evaluation of various non-acoustic ASW techniques.

• Evaluation of various low probability of interception active 
   sonars.

• First submarine launch of a mobile submarine simulator 
   (MOSS) system.

• First successful submarine test of BQS-15 sonar system.

• Development of a Laser Imaging system of photographic 
   clarity.

• Development of an Extreme Low Frequency (ELF) antenna 
   for Ohio-class submarines.

• Development of highly accurate (4-inch) 
towed body position monitoring system.

• First successful submarine-to-aircraft 
optical communications.

• First successful submarine-to-aircraft 
two-way laser communication.

• Development of a new Obstacle Avoid-
ance Sonar system.

• Development of a highly accurate target 
management system.

• Evaluation of a possible “fifth force of 
nature.”
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USS Dolphin - Last U.S. Diesel Submarine
(continued from page 8)

(continued on page 10)

Dolphin as  
a museum ship in  
San Diego. Subsequent  
photos taken Sept. 27, 2019
by Tom Dougherty.

Dolphin portside  
       photo. Her flat turtleback  
              deck structure is evident.

Dolphin from the stern.  
The turtleback crew deck has 
an experimental “hump” aft.

Close up of the stern and 
upper rudder. Heavy sea 
growth at the waterline.

View of the sail, 
bridge cockpit,  
and masts.

View of sail 
with arrays 
wrapped 
around the 
upper forward 
section.
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USS Dolphin - Last U.S. Diesel Submarine
(continued from page 9)

(continued on page 11)

Let’s go aboard. Forward compartment with the trim tank (white) 
wrapped around the hemispherical bow interior.

Sonar shack. The remaining equipment is of relatively late vintage 
(2000’s). The square hole is where equipment was removed. 

Looking toward the bow, forward crew bunks line the starboard side 
of the single hallway which runs the length of the boat.  

More of the sonar shack. The relatively large space devoted to 
sonar reflects Dolphin’s later role in sonar systems evaluations.

Dolphin’s control room while 
facing aft. The port side dive 
station is on the right behind the 
periscope. A maneuvering control 
panel is facing the control room 
rear. Plotting table behind the 
periscope, plus pump room  
access at lower right.
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USS Dolphin - Last U.S. Diesel Submarine
(continued from page 10)

Above: The radio shack. Racks allowed equip-
ment to be swapped in and out for tests.

Top right: At a right angle to the dive station 
in the control compartment rear are many of 
the controls found in a traditional submarine 
maneuvering room. Amps, volts, generator 
and battery status gauges, among others.

Middle right: Closeup of the ballast control 
panel. Hull opening indicators at top right. 
Vent indicators just below that.

Far left: Facing forward in 
Control, the single-pilot control 
station, with steering, heading, 
angle and depth gauges.  
Sperry gyrocompass tucked 
away at lower right.

Immediate left: In the center  
of the control compartment, 
the periscope.

(continued on page 12)
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USS Dolphin - Last U.S. Diesel Submarine
(continued from page 11)

Upper left: Navigation charts stored in cabinets to the right of the dive station. More display screens between and above. Upper right: 
Closeup of control station gauges: inclinometer (above); speed in knots (right); planes and rudder indicators (center). Depth gauge is 
digital, displaying ordered depth, actual depth and height above the bottom. Above right: Officers’ stateroom, immediately adjacent to 
the Captain’s bunk. Above left: Lining the length of the starboard side of the control room are electrical panels for most ship functions.

(continued on page 13)

Dolphin’s Captain’s area and office. Ship’s galley. It is an unusual “in-line” setup which lines the star-
board side of the long hallway running fore and aft: cooking while 
the same space serves as a passageway!
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USS Dolphin - Last U.S. Diesel Submarine
(continued from page 12)

Opposite the galley is the crew’s mess; a single table and benches 
for meals. The steep curvature of the hull is evident from the inter-
nal supports.

View of the Dolphin’s galley and crew’s mess looking forward. 
Tight spaces!

Turning around from the galley and looking aft, engineering is the 
next area.

Controls for the two diesel-electric motor sets. Most engine and 
electrical controls are forward in the control room.

Air control systems (HPAC) stations in the engineering space. Plate mounted on the electric motor with specs for the unit.

(concluded on page 14)
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USS Dolphin - Last U.S. Diesel Submarine
(concluded from page 13)

Narrow walkway aft beside the two tandem electric drive motors. Looking forward, the curve of the electric motor installation.

On the opposite (port) side of the electric motors is a workbench 
and tool area.

Stern end of the Dolphin. The all-important shaft seal, which  
allows the shaft to rotate yet keeps the water out. At 3000 feet,  
the water pressure is 1320 lbs. per square inch!

The Maritime Museum of San Diego, established in 1948, 
preserves one of the largest collections of historic vessels in 
the United States. The collection includes the USS Dolphin, 
Russian Foxtrot B-36, and Star of India, an 1863 iron bark. PRIDE RUNS DEEP
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“Life on these worn out, stinking things has to be the bot-
tom of the tank. Man, I think they sold us a ticket to the 
bottom of the gahdam tank…”

“You ever see the inside of one of those nukes? Jeezus, 
them monsters have damn near everything. Hell, damn 
E-3s get their own racks.”

“No shit?”

“No shit, Horsefly. Got little privacy curtains. Got head- 
phones to listen to their multi-channel ships’ entertain-
ment system… And a built-in reading light.”

“You’re lyin’…”

“No shit. The damn things are clean… Smell like the inside 
of a high school girl’s lingerie drawer. Everything is bright 
and new.”

“That beady-eyed shrimp Rickover gets anything he wants. 
The bastard must have a movie of Congress at a goat gang 
bang.”

“Did you ever consider going nuke?”

“Nah…Too friggin’ stupid. Besides, you don’t see guys 
wearing combat patrol pins riding those big monsters.”

“Yeah, but they get their spare parts gift wrapped… They 
don’t havta steal stuff off the tender and canibalize boats 
headin’ to the scrapyard just to keep goin’.”

“Screw’em. None of ’em ever sunk a damn thing that could 
shoot back.”

“Anyone going to D.C.? Looking for a sharing gas ride this 
weekend.”

“Anyone showin’ a decent movie tonight?”

“Cubera’s got Splendor in the Grass… Natalie Wood!”

“Carp’s got some shoot ’em up with Kirk Douglas.”

“Geedunk truck should be around in thirty minutes.”

“Hey, Jack—got a smoke?”

Remember your non-qual days? Back when the entire 
submarine force seemed hell bent on convincing you 
that you might be the dumbest sonuvabitch ever born in 
North America? In Squadron Six, being a non-qual was a 
lot like being a whore at a logging camp… You got used 
and abused, and everyone told you things would get better 
once you “learned the ropes.”

But there was one place where the non-qual union held 
their meetings… Our “Union Hall.” It was a location that 
belonged exclusively to the non-quals: Our place. A place 
where you could go whine, moan, bitch about the old 
bastards, the lifers… The Chiefs… The qualified sonuv-
abitches whose soul entertainment in life seemed to be 
making our lives hell.

Our place was the dumpster area on the pier. We used to 
congregate there after evening chow. We stood around, 
caught a smoke or two and exchanged notes.

“Jeezus… What’s it like on your boat? You guys have a 
bunch of old coots who sit around drinking coffee and 
talking about old decommissioned boats they used to ride? 
Brain dead bastards.”

“Yeah… We’ve got ’em. You guys got a lot of married guys?”

“Hell, yes… All they want is for you to get qualified so they 
can hit you up for a standby. They drive you nuts, showing 
you pictures of their kids.”

“When you volunteered for the boats, didja think it was 
gonna be like this?”

“Hell, no. Thought it was gonna be an adventure.” “What, 
you mean like in the war movies? Up ’scope... Range—
mark! Bearing—mark! Down ’scope. Fire One! … Fire 
Two! … Time to target? Forty-five seconds… Boom! 
Boom! And there goes ol’ Fishhead Maru? Hell, Dex, that 
was 1945… This is 1960!”

“You ever see a gahdam recruiting poster showing a smil-
ing bluejacket with a wire brush and a chipping hammer?  
A dirty apron? Haulin’ shitcans down the pier?”

“Hell, no... Always show some First Class Bosun’ mate 
buyin’ flowers for some good-lookin’ virgin in Greece—or 
guys in whites riding a rickshaw in Hong Kong, grinnin’ 
like idiots.”

E-3 Summit Meetings 
by Bob “Dex” Armstrong

(concluded on page 28)
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“Get’cher Chapter News Here 
—Read All About It!”—

When News Breaks, We Pick Up the Pieces... 

New Members
We proudly welcome aboard 
our newest base shipmates:

Gary Lee Wing 
(E6-STS1SS Sonar; 1985-1994;  
Air Force Reserve thru 2012) 
Fiancé: Megan  
612 Cooper Drive 
Placentia, CA 92870-2001 
cell: 707-373-8277 
beniciahawk@gmail.com 
Qualified in 1988 on the USS 
Richard B. Russell (SSN-687) 

Vernon Paul “Max” Murphy 
(E5-EM2SS; served 1993-2000) 
Wife: Aom 
241 E. Elmwood Ave. Apt. 101 
Burbank, CA 91502-2662 
cell: 818-395-7154 
vernonmurphy@att.net 
Qualified in 1997 on the  
USS Jefferson City (SSN-759) 

Bruce Evan Neighbors 
(E4-TM3SS; served ’68-’70) 
Wife: Susan 
3417 S. Carolina Street 
San Pedro, CA 90731-6827 
cell: 310-347-2350 
bruceneighbors@gmail.com 
Qualified in 1969 on the  
USS Ronquil (SS-396) 

William “Greg”  Moore 
(E5-FT2SS; served ’92-’00)  
309 Avenida Del Mar, Apt. A 
San Clemente, CA 92672-1608 
cell: 972-837-5020 
wgregm@gmail.com 
Qualified in 1993 on the USS 
Richard B. Russell (SSN-687) 

Ronald R. Jones 
(E6-IC1SS; served ’70-’82)  
6501 Hannum Ave. 
Culver City, CA 90230-6151 
cell: 213-709-6198 
bik4lif@ca.rr.com 
Qualified in 1973 on the  
USS Haddock (SSN-621) 

Robert F. Schive, Sr. 
(E6-RM1SS; served ’69-’80)  
Life Dual Member-Bonefish Base  
3611 Martinez Lane 
Riverside, CA 92503-6216 
cell: 951-990-2805 
mud1pup@yahoo.com 
Qualified in 1971 on the  
USS Puffer (SSN-652) 

                                               Now Hear This:
• L.A.-Pasadena Sept. meeting to be held as a Zoom 
 conference. (Dave Vanderveen will also provide 
 phone participation info. via e-mail for those wishing 
 to again participate by teleconference call only.)
• To access Zoom, type Zoom.US into your internet  
   browser, then select “signup for free.”  Set up your user  
   identification and passcode, then on Sept. 19th prior 
   to 11:00 a.m., just follow the steps to sign in.
• Western Region Roundup Officially Cancelled
• VJ Day September Commemoration at Seal Beach  
   Memorial site—event indefinitely postponed.

6) Bahia Rosewood (Patagonia)
5) Olivewood (Jerusalem)
4) Lacewood/Leopardwood (Aust.)
3) Brazilian Rosewood
2) Rosewood (Indonesia)
1) Ebony (Gabon) 

Everyone’s favorite craftsman—
our woodworking shipmate, 
Dennis Bott—hereby announces 
his latest project: a selection of 
custom-made deluxe submarine-
themed twist-type ballpoint pens, 
now for sale as base fundraisers.  
They are made of exotic hard-
woods and feature Dolphin 
pocket clips in silver or gold. Cost 
is $35 each (half goes to the base, 
the other half covers Dennis for 
his materials). They are available 
to order now. Please contact 
Dennis directly at 562-355-0230 
with your interest and to arrange 
payment and shipping or pickup. 
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Los Angeles-Pasadena Base
2020 Calendar of Upcoming Events
 
January 18: Monthly Meeting - “Hobo Day” 

February 15: Monthly Meeting

March 21 Monthly Meeting Cancelled - “Spring Fling” 

April 18 Monthly Meeting Converted to Teleconference 
 Call for Memorial Day Prep Volunteers

May 16 Field Day at the Memorial Site - 0900  
 Monthly Meeting Converted to Teleconference 
 Nominating Committee Appointed 
 Call for participants in the  
 Huntington Beach 4th of July Parade

May 23 Field Day at the Memorial Site - 0900

May 25 Member only Memorial Day Service - 1100 
 Sub Memorial, West (Base Members only)

June 20 Monthly Meeting Converted to Teleconference 
 Call for nominations for 2020 Base Officers

July 4 113th Annual... 
 Huntington Beach 4th of July Parade

July 18 Picnic Meeting Converted to Teleconference 
 Bunker 33, Seal Beach Weapons Station

August 15 Meeting Converted to “Zoom” Conference  
 2020 Base Officer Candidates Announced

September 19 Meeting Converted to “Zoom” Conference 
 Election of Officers

October 17 Monthly Meeting 
 Annual Officer Installation Luncheon

November 21 Monthly Meeting - Thanksgiving Theme

December 19 Annual Christmas Luncheon 
 at the Los Alamitos Golf Course

(continued next page)

L.A.-Pasadena 
Base 50-Year 
Holland Club
(75-year members noted with *)

Bruce Evan Neighbors ..... 2020 

David H. Vanderveen ....... 2019

Philip J. Jaskoviak ............. 2019

Dennis Bott ...................... 2018

James A. Burnett............... 2018

Robert M. Cailor .............. 2018

Robert Miller .................... 2018

John A. Anderson ............. 2017

Roger C. Dunham, MD....2017

Richard McPherson ......... 2017

Harry “Bill” Moak ............ 2017

Louis A. Myerson ............. 2017

Elliot Rada ........................ 2017

Ronald G. Wagner ............ 2017

Dennis J. Walsh ................. 2017

Michael Kish ..................... 2016

Gary Wheaton .................. 2016

Lawrence R. Butler ........... 2015

Samuel T. Higa ................. 2015

Harry P. Ross .................... 2015

Stephen C. Rowe .............. 2015

Charles H. Senior ............. 2015

Larry E. Smith .................. 2015

Sam Aboulafia .................. 2014

David Palagyi .................... 2014

Dennis Neal Parr .............. 2014

Earl Thomas Peratt, Jr. ..... 2014

David D. Semrau, DDS .... 2014

Ray Tracy Teare................. 2014

Milton Harry Boudov ...... 2013

Kenneth Jon Dorn ............ 2013

M. Mark Hoffer ................ 2013

Michael P. Klein ................ 2013

Ronald L. Levenson .......... 2013
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E-Board Zoom Meeting Minutes of August 15, 2020
The Los Angeles-Pasadena Base, United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., E-Board 
Zoom video conference was conducted on the morning of Saturday, August 15, 
2020.
 
In attendance:
 
• Dave Vanderveen, Base Commander
• Ed Barwick, Base Vice Commander
• Mike Swanson, Treasurer
• Bill Moak, Secretary
• Sam Higa, Director
• Herb “Bo” Bolton, Director
• Jeff Porteous, Periscope Editor
 
Base Commander Dave Vanderveen called the meeting to order at 1002 hours. 
After some trivialities and user naiveté, the “Zoom” meeting began.

There was a call to accept the minutes from the July meeting: Ed Barwick 
motioned, seconded by Sam Higa, and it voted into acceptance.

The financial report, submitted by Treasurer Mike Swanson, had some errors 
initially, but was reported correctly toward meeting’s end. (It appears below.) Ed 
Barwick inquired as to dispursements to two entities receiving donation, and was 
advised that the USS Iowa and the Salvation Army checks had been disbursed. 

Treasurer’s Financial Report: Mike Swanson

Mike Swanson provided the account as of August 15, 2020 as follows:
 
Checking $8,798.89
Savings $14,883.68
Cash On Hand $50.00
Uncleared Checks: $115.00
Total $23,617.57
 
All vendors have been paid up-to-date.
 
Income: $200.00
Expenses: $793.00
 
Flower/Booster Club Donations:
 
Ken Dorn $100.00 
William Long $100.00

(concluded next page)

(Holland Club Roster, continued)

Edward L. Arnold ............. 2012

T. Michael Bircumshaw .... 2012

Raymond Cheesebrough .2012

Bobby O. Mahaffey ........... 2012

John V. Mahan .................. 2012

Lee Melody ....................... 2012

Clyde Matthew Turner ..... 2012

George R. Walrath ............ 2012

John L. Weisenberger ....... 2012

Edward A. Barwick ........... 2011

Joseph W. Koch, Jr. ........... 2011

Stephen D. Diumenti ....... 2009

David Whittlesey .............. 2009

Dennis A. Yure .................. 2009 

Armen Bagdasarian .......... 2008

Bernard M. Kauderer ....... 2008

Paul A. Riggs ..................... 2008

Rex L. Shields .................... 2008

John L. Von Ulmen .......... 2008

Harold “Hal” Silverman ... 2007

Francis R. Traser ............... 2006

Melquiades Mares, Jr. ....... 2005

Ronald K. Thompson ....... 2004

Michael Varalyai ............... 2004

Hughie T. Blackwell.......... 2003

Robert L. Conboy ............. 2003

James Rogers .................... 2003

John E. Savela, Jr. .............. 2003

Ben Van Devender ............ 2002

Joe L. Lopez, Jr. ................. 2002

Berry S. Yolken ................. 2002

James E. Carter ................. 1999

William F. Long ................ 1999

Herbert J. “Bo” Bolton ..... 1998

Kenneth E. Chunn ............ 1998

Hughes “Carl” Terry ......... 1997

Jack L. Herron .................. 1996

Clifford Bernard Murr ..... 1996

Arthur W. Wilson, Jr. ........ 1996

*James Joseph Chavis (RIP) .1995

*Royal Harrison, Jr. .......... 1995

*Sterling F. Higgins .......... 1995

*Robert Clair Koplin ........ 1995

*Mark Maynard ................ 1994

*William J. Dillon ............. 1993

*Harold Staggs .................. 1992
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Base Election Update: 
 
Dave then referenced the upcoming Base Election, and the fact that Chuck 
Senior had agreed to run for the position of Committee Chair, replacing the 
outgoing Sam Higa. The rest of the slate is as follows: Dave for Commander, Ed 
for Vice Commander, Mike for Treasurer, Bill Moak for Secretary and Ray Teare 
for COB. The manner in which the officers will be inducted in October—while 
hopeful for in-person/face-to-face—might likely be another Zoom meeting. 
District Commander “Willie” Williamson has agreed to conduct the Induction 
Ceremony. This will take place on October 17th. 

Dave again reinforced the need for voting in the National Election. Votes must 
be in by August 17th. Online voting is likely the best bet. Dave will cover our 
base production during the General Meeting.

Dave then mentioned the awards for our base.  Our Periscope won the award for 
best level II base. Congratulations Jeff Porteous; BZ! L.A.-Pasadena also received 
the award for Meritorioius Service, and Dave himslef was recognized with a 
Robert Link Award. Congrats all around.

Dave expounded on this day’s date as the end of hostilities with Japan,  
essentially ending WWII. He went on to highlight the Submarine Service’s 
impact on the achievement of that armistice.

With regard to our Memorial site, Dave explained the the need for replacemnt 
of the colors and halyard. Also mentioned was the status quo regarding the 
Memorial Brick program. 

For the Good of the Order: 
 
Bill mentioned the Boat Sponsorship Program, and that in the past the base had 
sponsored both the USS Los Angeles and USS Pasadena.  He then suggested we 
consider sponsoring one or more boats not currently receiving attention, as we 
consider donations for 2021.

Concluding any further action, Bill motioned to adjourn, Mike seconded, and 
the meeting adjourned at 1038 hours.

Respectfully submitted August 19, 2020,

Bill Moak
Secretary, L.A.-Pasadena Base, USSVI

E-Board Meeting Minutes…
(concluded from previous page)

was love that kept him and the 
Tang’s eight other survivors 
alive. “Seven of the nine were 
married,” he stresses. Some had 
small children, and they fought 
ferociously to see them again. 
All aboard the submarine had 
been reported lost. But Leibold’s 
wife, Grace, had clung to hope. 
He was finally able to hold her 
in his arms in Los Angeles in late 
September, 1945.
 
As the coronavirus raged across 
the United States this spring, 
Leibold, 97, was restrict ed 
to his room in a care facility 
in California. “It’s like being 
incarcerated. To be perfectly 
honest, the situation is far 
stricter than it was at times [as a 
POW].” He is the last man alive 
from the Tang’s final patrol. “I’m 
still here, and they’re all gone…”
 
What will Leibold do to mark 
the 75th an niversary of V-J Day 
this summer? Not much, he 
sighs, given that he’s in strict 
lockdown. “It’ll be just another 
day for me.” He looks forward to 
the next time he is released from 
a hellish confinement—and 
again holds a loved one tight.

Alex Kershaw is a historian and 
New York Times best·selling 
authorof several books about 
World War II, including The First 
Wave, about the D-Day inva sion, 
published in 2019.

Tang Survivor’s 
POW Story
(concluded from page 4)

USS Tang 
(SS-306)
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FOX Traffic: 
Bulletins from USSVI—Regional and National
Shipmates and Ladies,
The serial number on this may give you pause—#001 would have been early January—but 
the request was to forward this USSVI correspondence to L.A.-Pasadena Base members. So, 
heeerre you go!  Dave

From: Jim Denzien
Date: Sunday, Aug. 2, 2020
Subject: USSV-Charitable Foundation National Bulletin #001/2020

Shipmates,

USSV-CHARITABLE FOUNDATION NATIONAL BULLETIN # 001/2020

Regional Directors are asked to forward this message to their District Commanders for 
further distribution to their Base Commanders.

District Commanders please copy their Regional Director when forwarding this mes-
sage.

Base Commanders are asked to forward this message to their members and promulgate 
it at their next meeting and in their base newsletters.

Base Commanders please copy their District Commander when forwarding this mes-
sage to their members.

 Many schools around the country will not be holding classes in a classroom this up-
coming school year. This COVID-
19 pandemic appears to be seriously impacting all aspects of life including kindergarten 
through college education. 

The default method of teaching, when not in a classroom, will be via the Internet. That 
will require every student to have a PC (the standard apparently is a Chromebook 
laptop) and WiFi in the home. Many of us do have that, but also many of us do not have 
these resources. 

IF any child or grandchild of any Submarine veteran or active duty Submariner does 
not have the necessary PC/laptop and/or WiFi connectivity and cannot afford these 
items, the Charitable Foundation Brotherhood Fund stands ready to help. Assistance 
should be requested through the local USSVI Base, who would then coordinate with the 
Brotherhood Fund Manager, Ken Nichols, for matching funds or grants as appropriate, 
as is currently done on other Brotherhood Fund issues and needs.

JOHN E. MARKIEWICZ, IPNC
PRESIDENT, USSV-CF

c/o Jim Denzien
Western Region Director
H: (623) 547-7945
C: (602) 332-3925 (continued on next page)

Note that the following e-bulletins from Regional and National appear in these pages in 
the order received. The most recent information therefore appears toward the back.—ed.

Submariners are a proud and 
elite group. What makes these 
guys tick? Short answer: The 
irrefutable sense that their 
service aboard submarines 
was critically important in 
the safety and security of 
our country. At the core of 
their self-identities is pure 
patriotism; not the attention-
seeking kind associated with 
bumper stickers and flag 
lapels and other fanfare, but 
a quiet and more informed 
version.

These are the men who 
decided it was worth it to put 
their personal lives aside—for 
a few years, or even an entire 
career—to answer the call 
to volunteer for the corps 
that defends our nation’s 
defensive interests at sea. 
It’s about those precious 
personal freedoms the vast 
majority of us just accept as 
inherent rights; the reason 
we civilians can take them 
for granted is because these 
guys didn’t. While they were 
putting their families and 
personal ambitions on hold, 
they served for long stretches 
in cramped and unforgiving 
surroundings. The missions 
they accomplished remained 
largely secret and therefore 
unheralded. They accepted 
the underappreciated 
anonymity of working in 
the shadows, even though it 
deprived the rest of us the 
privilege of knowing as much 
as we should about their 
important contributions to 
national security.

Submariners like to kid. 
The jokes can come fast and 

(continued on next page)

How to Spot a 
Brother of the ’Phin
(by Charles Hood 
—once again submitted by Bill Moak)
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Shipmates and Ladies,
Forwarding USSVI correspondence to L.A.-Pasadena Base members.
Dave

From: USSVI POC: William C. Andrea <NJVC@USSVI.ORG>
Sent: Tuesday, August 4, 2020
Subject: USSVI OFFICIAL BUSINESS: SubVet News - #2020-045
Regarding: Arizona Silent Service Memorial Thank You Letter 
Submitted by: Dan Marks, Perch Base Webmaster on 8/4/2020

Perch Base USSVI in Phoenix Arizona appreciates the support that you and USSVI Na-
tional have provided for the Arizona Silent Service Memorial to honor U.S. submarine 
veterans in various SubVet News articles, such as:
• SubVet News - #2020-043 • SubVet News - #2020-020 • SubVet News - #2019-007 • Sub-
Vet News - #2018-051

We are pleased to announce that on Monday, August 3rd, 2020, Perch Base members, 
Sunland Construction personnel, artists, designers, engineering personnel and others 
conducted a Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Arizona Silent Service Memorial (ASSM) 
at Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza in front of the Arizona State Capital Building. I am sure 
we could not have reached our fundraising goal as soon as we did without your support. 
Completion is expected in early September and a dedication ceremony will follow when-
ever Arizona temperatures and the COVID-19 restrictions permit.

A detailed description of the Groundbreaking Ceremony with pictures and video are on 
the Perch Base USSVI website at https://bit.ly/3gyROTu

I suggest another communication may be warranted to show the USSVI membership that 
their support of such goals, or should I say dreams, does matter!

Respectfully,
Dan Marks
Perch Base Webmaster

Shipmates and Ladies,
Forwarding USSVI correspondence to L.A.-Pasadena Base members.
Dave

From: “USSVI POC: William C. Andrea” <NJVC@USSVI.ORG>
Date: August 6, 2020
Subject: Western Region Roundup Cancelled
Submitted by: James R.  Denzien, Western Region Director on 8/6/2020

Shipmates,

At a videoconference of the Western Region District Commanders held on 8/4/2020, the 
Commanders in attendance, along with Gene Kellar, voted unanimously to cancel the 
Western Region Roundup (WRR) presently scheduled for 1-6 November.

The decision was made with an abundance of caution and with the best interests of our 
shipmates our utmost concern. At this point, negotiations are ongoing to conduct the 

USSVI Regional and National News Bulletins…
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

(continued on next page)

furious, often right after the 
initial firm handshake, and 
if you’re not prepared for 
them, your first impression 
might be that these guys are 
out to harass you. The truth 
is, they do enjoy yanking 
your chain. The practice 
evolved as a sort of warped 
survival skill, honed after 
many months at sea, to 
boost morale and preserve 
some degree of sanity during 
those times of great pressure 
and uncertainty. But even 
today, the humor serves a 
very important purpose. By 
disarming you with a quip or 
mild insult, they are checking 
you out. Can you take a joke, 
or do you wither under the 
heat? In the end, they won’t 
waste time with someone 
who doesn’t pass muster. So 
I take it as a good sign that, 
during my talks to USSVI 
audiences, several of the 
guys will continue to blurt 
out jokes or witty remarks. 
Submariners appreciate 
individuals with thick skins. 
They’re not so keen on those 
who pack up and run at 
the first perceived slight or 
ridicule. And they really can’t 
stand the related notion of 
political correctness.

Submariners revere the 
American flag, and what it 
really stands for. When our 
national anthem is played 
at a sporting contest, we 
civilians may only see the 
familiar stars and stripes 
before us. For these men 
though, the song hearkens 
back to their years aboard 
their submarines, recalling 
the solemn ritual of raising 
and lowering of the ensign 
at Morning and Evening 

Spotting a Brother
(continued from previous page)
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USSVI Regional and National News Bulletins…
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

WRR in the March/April timeframe next year at a location TBD. For those shipmates 
who have made deposits for the WRR, refunds will be processed as soon as possible.

Shipmates and Ladies,
Forwarding USSVI correspondence to L.A.-Pasadena Base members.
Dave

From: USSVI POC: William C. Andrea <NJVC@ussvi.org>
Date: Sat., Aug. 8, 2020
Subject: USSVI VSO NEWS FOR AUGUST 2020
Submitted by: John Dudas, USSVI VSO

VA publishes final regulation for its Program of Comprehensive Assistance for  
Family Caregivers.

The expansion will happen in two phases. First, we’ll expand the program to include 
family caregivers of eligible veterans who were seriously injured in the line of duty on 
or before May 7, 1975. Then, two years after this first expansion, we’ll further expand 
the program to include family caregivers of eligible veterans who were seriously injured 
in the line of duty between May 7, 1975, and September 10, 2001.

https://bit.ly/31EIdV2

Veterans benefits 2020—most unique or newest state benefit:

https://bit.ly/30HtN7i

These are the most underutilized veteran benefits in each state:

https://bit.ly/31yBID4

VFW Action Corps Weekly:

https://bit.ly/3kwFBkM

VA works to raise awareness for lung cancer screening in veterans:

https://bit.ly/3kuQP9e

Senate passes $740 billion defense policy bill with troop pay raise:

https://bit.ly/33HHxRn

This is the only Medal of Honor recipient to ever give it back:

https://bit.ly/3fJW7tS

VA Home Loan: Are you eligible?

https://bit.ly/3gN2Apf

VA partially suspends debt collections on veterans through end of year:

Colors. As the song rolls on, 
they think about the close 
calls they had during their 
Navy days, and how fortunate 
they are to be standing and 
saluting the flag at that 
moment—posture erect, 
hand over heart—intensely 
appreciating the moment and 
silently thanking those lost 
at sea while heeding the call. 
Understandably, then, they 
don’t appreciate attempts 
to politicize this sacred 
tradition.

Submariners are comfortable 
in their own skins. Pretense is 
not in their repertoire. They 
call things as they see them, 
but they don’t need to always 
hear the sound of their own 
voices to be content. It’s not 
that they don’t like to talk, 
but at gatherings with their 
civilian friends and families, 
they are masters at deflecting 
the topic of conversation 
away from their years in the 
Silent Service. But, put two of 
these subvets together in the 
same room (especially if cold 
beer is involved) and you may 
never hear the end of their 
lively discussions revering the 
“old days.”

Submariners do not suffer 
fools gladly. These are 
guys who were held to 
extraordinary standards of 
competency while serving 
aboard our nation’s subs. 
They practically invented the 
mantra, “zero mistakes.” So 
don’t try to B.S. them. They’ll 
see through the artifice 
in a skinny minute. They 
appreciate straight shooters. 
And they are themselves 
prototypical straight shooters.

(continued on next page)

Spotting a Brother
(continued from previous page)
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USSVI Regional and National News Bulletins…
(continued from previous page)

https://bit.ly/31EeaN5l

Lawmakers try to expand list of diseases eligible for Agent Orange benefits:

https://bit.ly/2DTUoVv

VA’s Post-Pandemic Plan: Expand health care services at Walmart:

https://bit.ly/3fMYvjD

Forwarded by: Michael “Willie” Williamson EN2/SS
WD6 Commander
(909) 754-0326 cell

(continued on next page)

Submariners don’t like to 
guess. For every question 
or problem, there’s a right 
answer, and if you work 
alongside one of them, 
they would rather keep 
striving until the proper 
answer is found. This sense 
of precision, inculcated 
by submarine service, also 
applies to timeliness. Don’t 
be late for things. These guys 
expect punctuality and often 
live by the rule, “If you’re 
five minutes early, you’re 
late.” Their very DNA seems 
intertwined with the science 
of unflinching exactitude. 
But I get it. When the fate of 
you and your crewmates on 
the same submarine hinged 
daily on flawless execution 
of your assigned duties, 
well, that mindset had a 
knack of following you into 
your post-military life. So 
forgive these men if they 
seem befuddled when the 
rest of the human race isn’t 
so equally disciplined. It’s a 
shame that the same sense 
of personal responsibility 
and accountability isn’t also 
a given in the civilian world. 
Sloppy work and tardiness are 
major annoyances for these 
men.

Submariners are a little wary 
of strangers. I think this has 
to do with the oath of secrecy 
they all had to sign upon 
penalty of imprisonment. 
Since they are forbidden 
from talking about a 
substantial portion of their 
personal histories, they can 
seem a little suspicious of 
those who may try to draw 
them out in conversation 
or otherwise attempt to 
ingratiate themselves. That 

(continued on next page)

Spotting a Brother
(continued from previous page)

The results are in, ladies and gents, and the L.A.-Pasadena Base has be-
come the proud recipient of three prestigious awards from National: The 
Robert Link Award, The Meritorious Base Award, and the Newsletter of the 
Year Award! Dave Vanderveen was kind enough to take some quickie phone 
photos of the related certificates; they are presented below, still in their cello-
phane wrappers for safekeeping. These will be officially presented at a later 
date, perhaps even in person at the Installation Luncheon in October, should 
that manage to come to fruition. I will try to get better reproductions of these 
awards at that time for reprinting in a future issue of the Periscope—ed.



THE PERISCOPE  •  SEPTEMBER 2020       25   

USSVI Regional and National News Bulletins…
(continued from previous page)

makes sense to me. Trust is a 
precious commodity, and it is 
not earned without some time 
and effort. Once that hurdle 
is crossed though, they will 
bend over backwards to help 
you. In offering their help to 
me countless times over the 
course of the last 12 months, 
they have exemplified that 
giving spirit in so many 
ways. You get the feeling after 
working with so many of 
them that each would give 
you the shirt off his back if 
you needed it.

Submariners are very frugal 
individuals. While generous 
with their time and talents, 
they are also careful about 
how their hard-earned dollars 
are spent, and won’t open 
up their wallets to just any 
cause. This reputation for 
penny-pinching makes sense; 
they didn’t exactly earn a 
fortune while serving aboard 
submarines, and the strong 
disincentives to unnecessary 
waste governing ship duty 
simply reinforced the notion 
of “waste not, want not.” Still, 
despite their understandably 
thrifty tendencies, they make 
tremendous contributions 
to their local towns and 
cities through endowed 
scholarships, fundraising for 
worthy causes, and various 
community awareness 
projects. I have seen how 
the USSVI offers a vehicle 
to make this happen, and to 
continue to make a difference 
with their neighbors.

Submariners like to speak 
in code. Listening to them 
converse among themselves 
is both an intriguing and 
baffling activity. Their 

Spotting a Brother
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

(continued on next page)
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Spotting a Brother
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

language is steeped in the 
acronym-laden phrases of 
Navy-speak, so unless you have 
a willing translator, you may 
not have the faintest idea of 
what they’re so enthusiastically 
talking about. (Coming from 
the world of medicine, I 
thought our jargon was bad!) 
With some practice though, 
the code can be cracked. For 
example, here is an excerpt 
from a message I received 
yesterday from a veteran 
submariner: “…HGR was  
our senior EDO, and he was 
OINC of a SRF at one time.”  
I actually understood him!

Submariners are sentimental 
about their old boats. They 
swap stories with their fellow 
veterans about their former 
rides with great affection. They 
like to wear vests adorned 
with badges that tell the story 
of their military service. They 
pay homage at every USSVI 
event to those boats on Eternal 
Patrol, and they hold the 
fleetboat generation of WWII 
in particularly high esteem 
because of the tremendous 
loss of life sustained by 
submariners during that 
global conflict against tyranny 
and evil. They thoroughly 
enjoy one another’s company, 
knowing that each of them 
is indelibly linked for life 
by that youthful decision 
to volunteer for submarine 
service. Finally, while they 
may recall those years at sea 
as some of the most difficult 
of their lives, practically every 
one of them would do it again 
in a heartbeat if asked.

I salute these men—the 
“Brothers of the ’Phin,” as 
they call themselves—proud 

(concluded on next page)

USSVI Regional and National News Bulletins…
(continued from previous page)
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USSVI Regional and National News Bulletins…
(concluded from previous page)

Spotting a Brother
(continued from previous page)

members of a storied military 
fraternity. You’d be hard-
pressed to find a finer group 
of men anywhere. They truly 
represent the best of us all.

Member Update 
from Marilyn
Membership Chairwoman 
Marilyn Senior reports in that 
she spoke with Shirley Herron 
recently and found out that 
Jack had taken a fall and was 
in the hospital ER for many 
hours. He had two CAT scans 
four hours apart, but is now 
back at his Memory Care 
facility. She also talked with 
Sam Aboulafia, who lives in 
Florida, to make sure he was 
okay after the recent storm 
struck there. He said there 
was a lot of rain, but the wind 
wasn’t as bad as expected and 
that it moved very quickly up 
the coast. 

“A Submariner”
(Another Facebook find from Bill Moak)

I was that which others did not
want to be. 
I went where others feared to 
go, and did what others failed 
to do. 
I asked nothing of those who 
gave nothing, and reluctantly 
accepted the eternal loneliness 
I now feel.
I have seen the face of terror, 
felt the stinging cold of fear, 
and enjoyed the sweet taste  
of a moment’s love. 
I have cried in pain and hope. 
But most of all, I have lived 
times others have said are best 
forgotten.
At least I will always be able to 
say I am proud of what I am: 
A Submariner.

Shipmates and Ladies,

For those in the Southern California area, this event on the Battleship Iowa on Wednesday, 
9/2, might be worth a look. (I apologize for being lazy and not trimming the distribution 
list to only SoCal residents! I’m not trying to poke at those of you living away from here.)

I’ve taken part in several ceremonial salutes from ex-Iowa’s 5” mount 56, and it’s an awe-
some thing to see and hear!

BTW, this is SEPARATE from an L.A.-Pasadena Base ceremony commemorating the end 
of World War II. We had planned to hold that at the Submarine Memorial in September, 
but we’ll have to wait for COVID constraints to be lifted for that.. 

Cheers, Dave

Forwarded from: Mike Swanson <postoffice@socalsubvets.org>
Date: Sunday, August 16, 2020
Subject: Fwd: Battleship Iowa
From: Gmail-paulie1030 <paulie1030@gmail.com>

Can you pass this along to your crew...?

I just heard today (Sun., Aug 16) that on Wednesday, Sept. 2, the Battleship Iowa will 
shoot her 5-inch gun (Mount 56) in celebration on the WWII Japanese Surrender. This 
will occur somewhere around 1 pm. If any of you are in the area and available, please 
attend. I personally do not know if you would have to buy a ticket to get onboard the 
Battleship Museum, but I will try to find out. I am planning on being there. 

Paulie Saville Sky 1 (FC1/SS)

Shipmates and Ladies,
Some sad news for those of you who may have served with or known Chief Farley and 
Sally through Subvets.
Dave

From: Michael Williamson <williess582@gmail.com>
Date: Friday, Aug. 21, 2020
Subject: Sally Farley (spouse of shipmate Charles Farley ICC (SS))

Sad tidings,

I received a call today from Roger Woford, son of Sally Farley, informing me that she 
had passed on August 7th, most likely from a broken heart. She was the better half 
of our shipmate Charles Farley ICC (SS), whose primary base was listed as Southern 
Colorado on the Eternal Patrol page on the National website. They lived in Yuma, 
Arizona. Roger has inherited their home, and will now live there. His phone number is 
(513) 240-1199, if you would have a kind word about his parents.

Shipmate Charles Farley ICC (SS) went OEP on March 10, 2020. He served on six sub-
marines, and also shore duty at the FBM Training Center in Charleston, South Caro-
lina. He dedicated 21 years of service to his country.

Those of you who knew them know that they are once again together. Say a little prayer 
for them as you go about your day.

Thank you.
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Armstrong - E-3 Summit Meetings
(concluded from page 15)

“Jeezus, Dan… You quit buyin’ smokes and just go to 
bummin’ off everyone?”

“How ’bout a smoke without the sermon? I notice you 
don’t seem to have a problem draining beer pitchers you 
never toss in for.”

“Screw you.”

“Just gimmie a smoke... Gotta match?”

“Good evening, gentlemen.”

“Good evening, sir.”

“What’s going on?”

“Just talkin’ treason… Plotting mutinies… Cussing our 
senior petty officers and swapping Bible stories.”

“Carry on…”

“You know that guy?”

“Naw, must be a nuke.”

A year later we were all sitting around our respective con-
trol rooms drinking coffee and raggin’ the non-quals.

“Hey, kid—didja ever get trim-and-drain signed off? Jee- 
zus, you are one thick sonuvabitch. You’ll never make it.”

I had become my own 
worst nightmare. And 
I loved riding the old 
wornout boats. We were 
all fat, dumb and happy, 
and Hyman couldn’t 
have sold us a nuke even 
if he threw in six nekkit 
blondes and his pay grade.

USS Columbia (SSN-721)
USS Connecticut (SSN-22)
USS Delaware (SSN-791)
USS Greeneville (SSN-772)
USS Helena (SSN-725)
USS Hyman G. Rickover (SSN-795)

USS Montana (SSN-794)
USS North Dakota (SSN-784)
USS Kentucky Blue (SSBN-737)
USS Kentucky Gold (SSBN-737)
USS Maine Blue (SSBN-741)

SUBMARINES IN NEED OF ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

USSVI Boat Sponsorship Program 
P.O. Box 3870 
Silverdale, WA 98398-3870
Please indicate BSP and the name  
of the sponsored boat or organization in 
the memo field of your check

Mail your 
check to:

Questions?  
Jack Messersmith 
(928) 227-7753  
or e-mail  
MesserJ109@gmail.com

Take
Plu !egnthe

Send three American Submariner  
subscriptions to your favorite boat! 
• Sponsorhip is only $30 a year
• Add a USSVI Calendar for only $7 more

✓  Reach potential new members  
by sending three annual  
subscriptions of American  
Submariner to the boat or  
organization of your choice

✓  First-time sponsors receive a  
Boat Sponsorship Patch

✓  All sponsors entered into the  
quarterly Boat Model Giveaway  
drawing (one entry per  
sponsorship)—a $500 value

Keep a zero bubble . . .  

Dex.



THE PERISCOPE  •  SEPTEMBER 2020       29   

The wreck lies near to two other U-boats and is believed 
to have been taken out by a deep-trap minefield laid by 
HMS Apollo during World War II. Several other World War 
II submarines have been found in recent memory, includ-
ing several German U-boats. In February, 2017, U-581 was 
found at a depth of 2,953 feet near the south coast of Pico 
Island in the Atlantic Ocean off the Azores. In April, 2018, 
Danish researchers discovered the U-3523 off the coast of 
Denmark’s northernmost town of Skagen, roughly 403 feet 
below sea level.

The wreck of Royal Navy submarine HMS Urge was also 
discovered fairly recently, in November 2019, 77 years after 
it vanished in the Mediterranean during World War II.

In July, 2019, divers also found the wreck of one of the last 
U.S. Navy warships sunk by a German submarine during 
World War II, patrol boat USS Eagle PE-56, a few miles off 
the coast of Maine.

German U-Boat Sunk During World War II
Spotted in Incredible Underwater Pictures

(Reproduced from the Fox News website - July 21, 2020)

by Chris Ciccia

A German U-boat that sank off the British coast 
during World War II has been captured on cam-
era in remarkable images.

The pictures were taken by diving contractor Dive 
Newquay, which took a group of divers to see the re-
mains of U-1021, British news agency SWNS reports. 
The vessel lies 9 nautical miles off the coast of Cornwall. 
U-1021 served with 31st U-boat Flotilla before disap-
pearing in March, 1945.

“The U1021 sits in 55m [180 feet] of water,” a Dive 
Newquay spokesperson told the news outlet. “Dives of 
this depth are considered technical, which require special 
planning and different breathing gasses.”

“It was the best visibility we have ever seen on the wreck,” 
the spokesperson added of the “truly epic dive.” Four 
divers took part in the 85-minute adventure, of which 30 
were spent at the bottom, the spokesperson added.

These stunning 
underwater pictures 
show the wreckage of 
a German submarine 
that was sunk during 
the Second World 
War. (Credit: SWNS)
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SEALION
S-36
S-26
SHARK I
PERCH
S-27
GRUNION
S-39
ARGONAUT
AMBERJACK
GRAMPUS
TRITON
PICKEREL
GRENADIER
RUNNER
R-12
GRAYLING
POMPANO

CISCO
S-44
DORADO
WAHOO
CORVINA
SCULPIN
CAPELIN
SCORPION
GRAYBACK
TROUT
TULLIBEE
GUDGEON
HERRING
GOLET
S-28
ROBALO
FLIER

In memory
 of the

 fifty-two
submarines

 lost in
 World War II

HARDER
SEAWOLF
DARTER
SHARK II
TANG
ESCOLAR
ALBACORE
GROWLER
SCAMP
SWORDFISH
BARBEL
KETE
TRIGGER
SNOOK
LAGARTO
BONEFISH
BULLHEAD

(Photo by Carol Banning)

USS Tang (SS-306)—Dick O’Kane’s boat      
Firebreather USS Tang departs the Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard on December 2, 1943. (US Navy.)
See crewman Bill Leibold’s POW story on page 4.


